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The Official Magazine of the Church Of God In GHA Sh Inc. 


“MISSION” 


It is the ‘mission of The Whole Truth magazine to provide the general constituency 
of the Church Of God In Christ with a quality publication which will edify, educate, 
and empower. This will be accomplished through special features which include 
coverage.of religious.and news events relevant to the Church Of God In Christ; 
piogles of COGIC members; and literary contributions by COGIC members. 

The Whole Truth shall endeavor to effect greater unity within this’ 
denominational body of Christ by communicating the program and message 
of the leadership of our, National Church and by promoting and utilizing the wealth 
and resources of journalistic talent from among our own constituency. 


THE LEGACY CONTINUES: PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS 


The Whole Truth is the official news source for the more than 5 million members of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., the nation’s premier Holiness - 
Pentecostal denomination. The historically acclaimed Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the Church Of God In Christ in 1897; and since its inception the 
predominately Black body has impacted all segments of Christendom throughout the world. The Whole Truth can trace its existence to the 1900s when the news 
journal reported on various social and spiritual issues, and the saints have embraced the publication as their official news source from that point in history. 


If you are a member in good standing with the Church Of God In Christ, but do not consider yourself a professional writer, or if you are a journalist who meets 
that same criteria, The Whole Truth’s editorial staff would like to hear from you. It would be an honor to report the latest newsworthy events concerning your 
church, district, and jurisdiction. Let your brothers and sisters in the Lord rejoice, praise, and pray with you as they read about achievements, breakthroughs, cur- 
rent events, conventions, home-going celebrations, weddings, etc. 


Please be advised that all articles, related resource information, and photos are placed in The Whole Truth’s archives and will not be returned. Additionally, the edi- 
torial staff at The Whole Truth reserves the right to reject, edit, and rewrite all submittals. 


You may send your articles, news updates, and photos to The Whole Truth, Attention: Editor-In-Chief, 2500 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38114. 
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YOUR SERVANT IN CHRIST 


I am confident He will finish what He starts in You! (Phil 1:6) 


July 2008 


ABSENTEE BALE@MNG: TCAST MY VOTE BEFORET TERT HOME! 


My Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 


In a few weeks, by invitation, I will attend the historic Democratic National Convention in Denver, Colorado. 
What makes this event, both personally and historically significant, is the presumptive nominee for the Democratic 
ticket for President of the United States is an African-American! What a momentous occasion! As guest of the con- 
vention, I want you to know no other occasion has reminded. me more of our need to register and vote. But, those 
who will be “Marching into Memphis with Resurrection Power" for the National Convocation in November, please 
be sure you complete an absentee ballot! Equally important to our excitement for the 101st Convocation is our civic 
contribution to impact the United States of America with our deliberate participation in this year's historic presiden- 
tial election. 


I encourage every member and friend of the Church of God in Christ to register, and then VOTE in 
November! Make preparation to have your vote counted by applying for an "absentee ballot" from your local board 
of elections. Due to the uncertainty of presidential politics and the climate of the electorate, it is necessary for the 
saints to plan our attendance at the Holy Convocation carefully and deliberately so it does not result in your absence 
from the ballot box at home. This year, more than ever, The Church of God in Christ must cast its ballot in this his- 
toric presidential race. You may make application by letter or note. Whichever method you choose, the application 
must be made in writing and signed. There is an application form available at your local election office or by down- 
loading an application from the website of your Secretary of State. 


We have always been a significant constituency and loyal voting bloc to the candidate that best represents our 
interests in matters on the economy, domestic/foreign policy, the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, and other sociopoliti- 
cal initiatives that inure public confidence and benefit to the members of our global Christian organization. Our 
responsibility to God is demonstrated in our service to others and our participation in a democracy our forefathers 
and foremothers paid the price of martyrdom that brings us to this historic moment. 


My prayers for this year are focused on your success around the world in every venue of ministry the Lord has 
called you to undertake for the sake of the Kingdom. Let us be faithful to the preaching of the Apostle Paul whose 
words compliment our times: "that ] may know Him and the power of His resurrection!" God willing, I am looking 
forward to seeing you in Memphis where I expect to hear you say “I CAST MY VOTE BEFORE I LEFT HOME!” 


Your Servant in Christ! 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 

The Seventh in Succession 

Presiding Bishop 

THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC. 
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G. E. PATTERSON 


You Call Yourself A Christian. 


You say that you have surrendered your 
entire life to God, and you're living in 
the Promised Land of your salvation. 


But it seems that the feeling of fulfillment was temporary-replaced by 
emptiness. Sickness has crept in where health should be. What about 
your finances? You thought you would be rich, not just living from day 
to day. Depression has become a way of life. The feeling of freedom and 
power has been replaced by bondage and fear. 


But God loves His people, and He loves you too much to let you shrivel 
up in a dungeon of depression or helplessness. In the days of the Old 
Testament, God sent men and women with the authority to deliver His 
people from oppression, even when they didn’t deserve His mercy. These 
deliverers were called “judges,” because they brought His justice and 
mercy into balance in the lives of His people. Today, you have the great- 
est Judge of all-Jesus Christ. 


G. E. Patterson challenges you to let Christ break the shackles of low 
self-esteem, poverty, and spiritual dryness off your life. Open your heart 
to His righteous judgments, and you will find His offer of forgiveness, 
grace, and new freedom! With Jesus the Deliverer on your side, 


~ ISBN: 0-88368-775-5 
Retail: $12. 
you are the only person who can prevent your freedom. 299 


Available at the COGIC Bookstore 
285 South Main Street Memphis, TN 38103 


901-525-4004 phone - 901-525-4001 fax 
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At the 40th celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
“Mountaintop Speech,” Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake 
addressed the world about new Church Of God In Christ social 
initiatives. Bishop Blake stood on the same spot, that the vener- 
able civil right giant spoke from the night before his assassina- 
tion. Bishop Blake said, “Dr. King was a committed man. He 
was willing to make great personal sacrifices and ultimately sacri- 
ficed his life. He could have chosen an easier path for his life but 
he was driven by his dream.” The Bishop lauded King as a skill- 


ful strategist and negotiator. 


Bishop Blake spoke in Mason Temple with power and vision as 
he declared “the baton of history has been passed to us.” He 
encouraged the large crowd to understand that the factors of race 
and prejudice are yet massive foes. Still, problems are impacting 
the African American today. The incapacitation and handicap- 
ping of our race is too often self inflicted. The Bishop pulled no 
punches and spoke forthrightly about issues that many Black 
people refuse to deal with. The baton of freedom that Dr. King 
held can be better lifted with hands free of discrimination and 
oppression, and also free from ignorance, disease, and the social- 
ly and morally debilitating crime in our communities. Bishop 
Blake said, “When disciplined people bring their whole beings 
into conformity with their purpose, they find greatness, prosper- 
ity and success; and they accomplish any goal that they set.” 


He went on to discuss the scale of the Black problem. The 
daunting statistical evidence indicates that it will take a mobilized 
and galvanized people with a godly determination to achieve pos- 
itive change. Black people are the least educated, the poorest, 
have the highest unemployment and the highest murder rate in 
America. He seemed to have said with new passion that the 
Church is the historic foundation of all Black uplift. Bishop sees 
the Pentecostal Church and specifically the Church Of God In 
Christ, as the purveyor of hope and progressive action. He called 
upon our 12,000 congregations to stand together and work a 


transformation within the context of our communities. 


Bishop Blake enunciated a domestic agenda that calls for 
improvements in education, employment, and crime and vio- 
lence prevention. His agenda also included concerns of the fam- 
ily as well as financial literacy. The Presiding Bishop dedicated 
the resources of the Church Of God In Christ to achieve historic 
social and moral interventions. The Pentecostal faithful ignited 
the world’s religions over 100 years ago and in the beginning of 
the second 100 years he declared our new calling to the world of 
need. Bishop Blake’s message was historic and theologically 


challenging. 


Bishop called education the “doorway to productivity.” He man- 
dated that each church must offer literacy and education 


enhancement programs in our communities, as well as the use of 


COGIC facilities for After School Programs, Summer 
Enrichment Programs, Literacy, College Admissions, SAT 
Preparation, Adult Literacy, Computer Training. 


He explained employment in terms of human dignity; “38 % of 
blacks who never finished high school are unemployed.” He 
encouraged the youth, “Work where you can work until you can 
work where you want to work.” He cited job training programs 


and assistance from corporations as essential to the process. 


Crime and Violence Prevention is something we should be con- 
cerned about. He cited that every eight minutes a child is arrest- 
ed for violent crimes. Every three hours a child or teen is killed 
by a firearm. African American men (age 25-29) are seven times 
as likely to be arrested as whites. Each year 630,000 Blacks are 
arrested. How long can this culture sustain such decline in val- 
ues? Crime, violence and arrest are off the chart. Young people 
care more about gang life and street corners than occupational 
development. 


When it comes to the family, the outlook is just as troubling. 
Sexual promiscuity at every level is wrecking the family. For a 
fact, 50% of marriages end in divorce. And, unbelievably, 71 % 
of Black children are born to single mothers. Abortions are ris- 
ing and sexually transmitted diseases (STD) are at an unprece- 
dented level. The Church must continue its clarion call to stop 
transient sexual affairs and casual sexual relationships. Moral val- 
ues and creating a standard for stable monogamous relationships 


must be encouraged. 


Financial literacy is a must for any functional person. Practices 
that result in the loss of materials and resources must be stopped. 
To alleviate poverty the Church must lead the way. 


Before sitting down, Bishop spoke passionately about the Sub- 
Saharan Africa problem of HIV. The pandemic of HIV-AIDS 
has left 40 million children orphaned. Five to six million persons 
die annually from infectious diseases in Africa. There are 38 mil- 
lion living on the verge of starvation. This is the time for the 
saints to mobilize and put into action the hearts and minds and 
resources we share. He challenged the saints to think about how 
blessed and strategically positioned we are. The Bishop encour- 
aged the saints in America to understand they are the fruit of the 


African Diaspora and from them the challenge can be met. 


The Presiding Bishop validated his appeal by use of scripture. 
Just as Dr. King preached righteousness and brought America to 
repentance, Bishop Blake use the Joseph paradigm and the faith 
of Jesus to prove his point. He wanted to forge new ideas and an 
agenda worthy of today’s challenges. He concluded with a quote 
of empowerment, “I see you in the future, and you look much 


better than you look right now!” © 
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__ Presiding Bishop Blake and Second Assistant Presiding Bishop 
Macklin are embraced by the renowned, Dr. Cornell West 
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The Fastastic Mission Team of Indiana Central Fourth Jurisdiction 


Pastor Harry Beard, Mission Chairman for Indiana Central 
Fourth Jurisdiction, led thirty five eager missionaries to the heart 
of South Africa. 
delivered medical support, construction, education, and food 
relief to the waiting people in Ivory Park and Temibisa 
Townships. 
Johannesburg, South Africa and form the 
Region Six District. Superintendent Vincent 
Mathews is the chairman of the area. He and 
the saints of Tabernacle Church Of God In 
Christ hosted the group. The trip provided the 
missionaries with an opportunity to experience 
life and worship in a distant land. Having done 
so, the team related how special their experi- 
ence with the people of South Africa was. 


The mission was a two week endeavor that 


These areas are located outside 


Bishop Donald Alford of South Bend, Indiana 
promoted the mission trip throughout the 
jurisdiction. The jurisdiction is newly formed 
but has its hand on the pulse of ministry. His 
support enabled some to travel and experience 
a season of service they will never forget. His progressive and mis- 
sion oriented posture deserves mention. 


The team said the trip was “fantastic!” They left home with a 
considerable amount of prescription and non prescription med- 
ications. The area Townships are mostly Black and extremely 
impoverished. The medical team was led by Dr. Devona Beard. 
She and her staff of nurses and special aides found that hyperten- 
sion, diabetes, viral respiratory illnesses, asthma, allergies, 
HIV/AIDS, and arthritis were common medical problems. 


— During the two weeks of clinics, 300 lbs of vitamins were given 


(oe) 


First Lady Etiwanda and Pastor 
Harry Beard 


free of charge. Over $5,000.00 of prescription medications were 
dispensed. Dr. Beard and her staff examined 609 persons in the 
clinic, including walk-ins. Once the numbers were passed out for 
potential clients, the daily limit was supposed to be established, 
but no one could deny the needy an opportunity to see the doc- 
tor. 


Pastor Beard serves City of Refuge Church Of 
God In Christ located in Kokomo, Indiana. 
He and First Lady Etiwanda Beard are mission 
warriors. Along with their talented globe trot- 
ting children, they have completed numerous 
On this trip they 
invited a few more workers. These people 
served South Africa in a six way program of 
activities: Medical Clinic, HIV/AIDS - Anti 
Abortion Women’s Ministry, 


Construction, Hospitality, and Vaction Bible 
School / Children Church. 


world mission activities. 


rallies, 


Most of America does not understand how 
powerful and dynamic the Church Of God In Christ has 
become. The Indiana mission visited nine churches and sent 
speakers to worship in other churches across the sixth Region. 
The worship services were lively celebrations that featured danc- 
ing, praise and worship, preaching, and traditional altar work. 
The Holy Ghost was filling and directing at every stop. 


Pastor Vincent Mathews is a native born American and 
Fulbright Fellowship recipient who left America four years ago. 
He took his faithful wife and small children and moved to South 
Africa. The saints at Tabernacle Church received them and the 
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for food 


Dr. Hall and Pastor Beard Local South African Pastors and 
at the Mandela House Missionaries 


Dr. Sehloho, noted educator 
and Pastor Beard 
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Lord has blessed their labor. He has a growing ministry and the 
Lord is adding tens of people to his membership weekly. His 
enthusiasm and love for people has made him a favorite son to 
most South Africans. He invited the mission team to visit 
churches and areas of the country, and he coordinated one of the 
most extensive and far reaching missions endeavors on record. 
Pastor Mathews is following the lead of Presiding Bishop Charles 
Blake in his contact across the community. And he is serving as 
a father, much like Bishop Carlis Moody, president of Church Of 
God In Christ Missions. Pastor Mathews has a wisdom and 
compassion that is touching countless lives. 


The team encountered a South African Church while on the mis- 
sion that is growing in number. Pastor George Dlamini recently 
affiliated with the Church Of God In Christ. He encouraged ten 
congregations to join the sixth Region. Dlamini’s Word of Alive 
Church hosted the welcome service when the team arrived. 
Never had the team witnessed such dancing and jubilation. The 
team felt so at home that most attempted the dances and praises 
our South African Brethren were doing. The praises did not stop 
until the team boarded the plane to go home. 


Because of the physical nature of much of the work to be done, 
the men of the teams were very welcomed by the saints in South 
Africa. Rarely had so many men traveled and worked on a mis- 
sion. The team dug a sewer line and mixed, poured, and 
smoothed a concrete floor for the Church. All the labor was 
done the old fashion way; by hand. After the physically demand- 
ing and back breaking work, the team went to church and praised 
the Lord. 


The team slept and ate with the people throughout the entire 
trip. This was a working trip that embraced the needs of the 
South African saints. It also demonstrated that the Church Of 
God In Christ is one big worldwide family in Christ. The 
Hoosier missionaries were given love, respect and the fellowship 
that godly people deserve. Pastor Harry Beard, team leader and 
“missionary extra-ordinaire” commented, “This is a trip of a life 
time. Our word for the whole experience is fantastic! Our City 
of Refuge Church will never again be the same because of this 
experience.” 


Team members: Gwen Gaillard- Hospitality 


Pastor, Harry Beard are oe 
Pastor John Hall narik Gaitiar 


Pastor David Hall ae ee HIV/AIDS, Anti Abortion 
Adrinece Beard alarie Hubbar 


DeAndra Beard: Children Church and vBs “ee Hughes 


Etiwanda Beard - Women’s Ministry Earlonda Jett 

Dr. Devona Beard - Medical Clinic Maureen Joseph 
Jedaiah Beard Tashona Jones 
Melissa Beard Dr. Ray Margaret Hall 
Galen Bruce Paula Martin 

Dale Dupree chery! Pittmon 
Gerald Dupree Denise Steen 


Crystal Thompson 
Willie Ann Thompson 
Gayla Tyler 

Ronald Tyler 

Alice Washington © 


Christopher Ellison 

Michael Ellison- Construction 
Sharmaine Ellison 

Tyler Ellison 
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Rishop Ozro Thurston Jones, 
alwart servant, and vision 


Liz A. Womack 


“And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day 
when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him.” —Malachi 3:17 


Bishop Ozro Thurston Jones, Jr., STD, is one of those jewels - 
precious and rare. He radiated above the crowd in his loving- 
kindness toward the saved and unsaved, in his preaching, in his 
example of holiness, in his integrity, in his intellectual stature and 
in his regard for the women of God. And as Church Of God In 
Christ Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake recalled, “he was the 


funniest man youd ever want to meet.” 


Affectionately called, ‘O.T.’, Bishop Jones, Jr., Second Assistant 
Presiding Bishop-Emeritus was ushered into glory on January 
9th. His wife of 50 years, Dr. Regina Shaw Jones, and family 
were at his bedside. He was the eldest son of COGIC pioneer 
Bishop O.T. Jones, Sr. and Mother Neanza Jones. Like his father, 
Bishop Jones, Jr. left an indelible mark on the international 
church, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Jurisdiction, Holy 
Temple COGIC, which he was pastor for 29 years, and his com- 
munity of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


Fond remembrances of Bishop Jones were spo- 
ken during the Jurisdictional Celebration on 
January 15 at Holy Temple, and on January 16 
during the National Homegoing Celebration, 
held at Mt. Airy COGIC, also located in 
Philadelphia. The National service drew lumi- 
naries such as gospel music artists Marvin 
Winans, and Timothy Wright, as well as newly 
elected Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter. The 
Jurisdictional Service attracted an all-day stream 
of well-wishers, some of whom claimed seats 
early in the morning, prior to the start of the 
daylong viewing and official 7 p.m. service. 


HoOMEGOING REMINISCENT OF 
Hoty CONVOCATION 


Attendance include distinguished guests such as Rev. Dr. 
William Shaw, President, National Baptist Convention, and Rev. 
Dr. James Forbes, Senior Minister-Emeritus of the Riverside 
Church of New York. Ordinary people paid their respects to a 
clergymen known as a giant among theological thinkers. 


“There were people at Bishop Jones’ funeral that didn’t even go 
to church. That’s how much he was loved,” commented Mother 
Mary DeWitt, a longtime Holy Temple prayer intercessor who 
lives in walking distance of the West Philadelphia church. She 
was moved by neighbors she overheard inquiring about Bishop 
Jones’ death and homegoing services. 


For many, the Jurisdictional Service was like a glorious step back 
into time. The homegoing’s standing-room-only and spiritually 
stirring atmosphere were reminiscent of when Commonwealth's 
Holy Convocation was held at Holy Temple. Church member 
Blanche Jenkins delighted in the family reunion feel of the serv- 


ice. “People made their way back who had been gone for years. It 
was beautiful.” 


They came from near and very far; COGIC and non-COGIC 
were among the outpouring of clergy, civic and laypeople. Even 
the O.T. Jones, Sr. Memorial (Jurisdictional) Choir comprised 
past and present singers. The choir filled one-third of seating. 
Their singing kindled a contagiously joyful tone which the audi- 
ence chimed into. Spilling into the side aisles, the choir lifted a 
medley of Bishop Jones’ favorites: “How Firm a Foundation,” “I 
Will Do a New Thing,” “How Great Thou Art,” “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness,” “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” and “Just a 
Little Talk With Jesus.” 


During the four-hour service, Bishop Jones’ twin sons Colonel 
Soren Jones and retired Major Stephen Jones shared a few heart- 
warming snapshots of their childhood with Bishop Jones. His sis- 
ter, Mother E. Harriet Freeman, Supervisor of Women at Holy 
Temple, brought some to congregants to their feet as she cited his 
Christ-like humble character, impeccable reputation and legacy 
of encouraging the women’s work in the local church. To the 
gathering’s enjoyment, Mother Freeman reminded all about 
“Lamby,” the endearing name Bishop Jones 
affectionately crowned upon the sanctified 
women. 

She duly thanked her sister-in-law Dr. Regina 
Shaw Jones for her dedicated care of Bishop 
Jones during his illness. 


The close of the stately salute came from eulo- 
gist, Bishop Benjamin J. Ravenel, Jurisdictional 
Prelate, of Pennsylvania. 
Bishop Ravenel reflected on the privilege he had 
for the number of years he served Bishop O.T. 


Commonwealth 


Jones, Jr. 


‘TALL TRIBUTES FOR A HUMBLE LEADER 


The abundance of personal tributes to Bishop Jones was a pow- 
erful commemoration of the man and his far-reaching ministry, 
so was the ecclesiastical pomp displayed during the National 
Celebration. 


With most members of the COGIC Presidium attending, and 
Second Assistant Presiding Bishop Jerry Macklin officiating, a 
series of national tributes came from the Council of Pastors and 
Elders, Department of Women, Board of Bishops and General 
Assembly. Highest resolutions were made by the General 
Church and the General Board. 

“An esteemed leader,” “an example for us all” and “a faithful stew- 
ard,” were descriptions of Bishop Jones by Elder Derrick 
Hutchins, Chairman of the Council of Pastors and Elders. 
Mother Willie Mae Rivers, International Supervisor of Women, 
recalled how she met Bishop Jones in the 1950s in Memphis and 
observed his kindness toward the women of God. Prophetically, 
he told her “you will speak from the pulpit that I speak from.” 


(continued on page 18) 
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Revenue and the Future 
Editorial 


Dr. David Allen Halll, Sr. 


God In Christ normally celebrates the birthday of founding Bishop, C.H. Mason. There is is an a 10 cc 


bership reports and use the revenue for various programs. 


If anything is prevalent under Bishop Blake’s administration is that change and innovation are the norm. In April, he 
hosted a Pan African Summit where much of the leadership of Black America came to Memphis Tennessee. Bishop 
Blake declared that our Church is now in the forefront of the struggle for human dignity and civil rights. It was on 
the hollowed ground of Mason Temple that the world got a new focus about the Church Of God In Christ. While 
observing the 40th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin L. King, Jr., he brought new light to character to the 
latter day meaning of the King assassination. Luminaries included Rev. Jesse Jacskon, Rev. Al Sharpton, Rep. John 
Conyers, Mr. Martin L. King, HI, Mr. Tavis Smiley, Dr. Cornell West, Mr. Earle Graves, Rev. Eugene Rivers, Dr. David 
Daniels, Senator Hilliary Clinton and others shared the spot light. 


It is with that same flair and passion that the Blake administration is demonstrating a new approach which may help 
generate revenue for worthy causes. He will not host a conference at the Peabody Hotel, or a symposium at the Civil 
Rights Museum or a worship service at Mason Temple. He is suggesting that we consider September 14, the birthday 
of Bishop Mason, a time to raised the needed funds to support our two educational institutions, the All Saints Bible 
College and the C.H. Mason Theological Seminary. Furthermore, he has experienced the work in the mission fields 
of the world, for his own church and the general Church. Bishop Blake hopes to fund the missions in 58 countries, 
the 42 schools in the foreign lands and the 150 churches doing tangible work in countries near and far. 


Bishop Macklin’s appeal was in behalf of the Blake vision. He called for $20.00 per member contribution and a spe- 
cial gift from pastors and business persons for a $1,000.00 contribution. Advancing the vision has an innovative mean- 
ing that has more purpose than simply collecting money. COGIC Missions needs the support, as our Presiding Bishop 
crosses the world, we are becoming more sensitive about mission. This edition of The Whole Truth is filled with the 
evidence of the positive direction the Church Of God In Christ is moving. Sunday, September 14, 2008 will be a 
Celebration of the C.H. Mason Birthday and the National Laity Sunday Salute. 


Bishop Blake is reassuring that “Together, We can make a difference!” This editions coverage of the Pan African 
Conference and the pursuits of our Missions Department supports the facts that the Church Of God In Christ is mak- 
ing a difference. 
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Board of Bishops Chairman, Bishop John Sheard paid homage to 
the Jones family. He referred to Bishop Jones as a “national trail- 
blazer” and “visionary leader.” He said the church has “lost a 
friend,” who he considers “among the greatest leaders in the 


Church Of God In Christ.” 


It was Bishop Jones’ character that stood out with Elder James 
Hunt, speaking on behalf of the General Assembly. “He was a 
man of great integrity and unquestionable love for the Church of 
God in Christ. He passed on an imposing spirit of excellence. . . 
. He told us not to plagiarize (use someone else’s work unless you 
give them credit). . . .Bishop Jones was a giant in the General 
Assembly and in COGIC. He was unique in ways we will truly 


S » 
miss. 


Bishop-Designee for the General Church, Joel Harley Lyles, Jr. 
called Bishop Jones “a gentle giant,” “a hymnist extraordinaire 
and a prolific author.” From another viewpoint, “he had a special 
concern for the oppressed,” remarked Bishop Wilbur Hamilton, 
General Board Secretary. 


High praise for “her loving care of her husband,” was spoken of 
Dr. Regina Shaw Jones by First Administrative Assistant Bishop 
Philip Brooks. Walking gingerly to the podium, Bishop Dewitt 
Arthur Burton was not on the program, but his somber remarks 
resounded, “Goodbye O.T. Goodbye.” Bishop Burton, over 90 
years old, is the Prelate of the Eastern Jurisdiction of 
Pennsylvania. 


HE WAS A “GIANT” 


The peak of two days of extolling the person and work of Bishop 
Jones came through the eulogy of Presiding Bishop Charles E. 
Blake. His message was taken from St. Matthew 27:39-44 and 
themed “Vindicated Trust.” 


Prefacing with personal recollections, Bishop Blake said, “He was 
a giant of a man... .In many ways he impacted my life. . . . There 
was never any tint or speck of scandal about him.” From his 
youth, he considered Bishop Jones as a popular role model and 
preacher. “Many of us tried to pattern ourselves after ‘O.T.’, tried 
to laugh like he laughed, tried to speak like he spoke and tried to 
preach like he preached.” 


On a light note, Bishop Blake recalled how powerful and mem- 
orable Bishop Jones’ sermons were. “When he preached “God is 
Not Through With You Yet,’ I preached that same sermon word 
for word. I thank you Bishop Jones.” It was Bishop Jones who 
appointed Bishop Blake to one of his early positions in the 
COGIC as head of the Christian Training Institute, a national 
work. Bishop Blake credited Bishop Jones for encouraging high- 
er education, thus initiating acceptance and a pattern of college 
attendance among the saints. 


But it was Bishop Jones’ faith that holds lasting adoration which 
crafted the core of Bishop Blake’s Holy Spirit-filled message. He 


proclaimed, “Bishop Jones trusted in God. He trusted in God.” 


On a personal note: Bishop O.T. Jones, Jr., STD was all things 
to all people, meaning he was able to welcome eye-to-eye any 
individual whomever they were — rich, poor, believer or nonbe- 
liever. When my son Rick was six-years-old, he was in need of a 
surgical procedure. The day before surgery, Bishop Jones took the 
time at the end of his day to pray for and encourage Rick. The 
surgery went fine. When Rick was preparing to attend Howard 
University in 2002, we went to the altar for prayer. As Elder 
Alphonso Asberry began to pray, Bishop Jones, though no longer 
active in the role of pastor, stepped down from the pulpit and laid 
hands on Rick. Rick graduated in 2007. Despite Bishop Jones’ 
illness, his impulse to pray and show compassion for those in 
need — even a child was yet intact. No doubt numerous saints 
have beloved stories to tell about Bishop O.T. Jones, Jr 
share them at www.lawinspirations.com. We will post them for 


Please 
all to read and enjoy. 


Liz A. Womack is an author and Founder and President of LAW Inspiration 
Enterprises, a producer of Christian literary materials. Visit online at 


www.lawinspirations.com. 


-Sidebar- 
BisHOP JONES, JR. HAD A MIND TO WORK 
A SAMPLING OF HIS LEGACY 


Unequivocally Bishop O.T. Jones, Jr. was a trendsetter. He exem- 
plified the scripture, 2 Timothy 2:15: “Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” Bishop Jones amassed five 
college degrees from Temple University in Philadephia, 
Pennsylvania: a B.S. in education; an M.A. in sociology; two the- 
ology degrees, and the third being a doctorate in sacred theology. 
His extensive education was exceptional for any young person of 
his time, the 1940s-1960s. Such an accomplishment was unusu- 
al among blacks, whites and particularly African American cler- 


gy. 


His theological studies were just a part of the foundation and pre- 
cursor for his comprehensive ministry contributions on the local, 
state and international levels of the Church Of God In Christ 
(COGIC). The Holy Spirit’s anointing provided the vision for 
Bishop Jones’ trailblazing works and the blessing they were to the 
saints. 


Early in his ministry at Holy Temple, the mother church of 
Pennsylvania COGIC churches, Bishop Jones was leader of the 
Young People’s Church. He initiated a diversity of programs for 
the youth. He became a COGIC missionary to Liberia, West 
Africa in 1949 and an associate minister of Holy Temple COGIC 
in Monrovia, the capital city of Liberia. This was the beginning 
of his lifelong relationship with the Liberian saints. 


Bishop Jones’ success with young people led to his appointment 
as President of the National Youth Department. He was associate 


) 
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| 
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editor of the YPWW Quarterly Topics. His first role as pastor 
came in 1953 with Memorial COGIC in Haverford, 
Pennsylvania. In 1972, Bishop Jones was named pastor of Holy 
Temple following the death of his father, Bishop O.T. Jones, Sr. 
He established a number of ministries, most notably, the “Christ 
Seeks You” rallies that brought many souls to the Lord during the 
gang fighting period in Philadelphia. 


With spiritual ingenuity, Bishop Jones was able to help offer an 
answer to social problems of the day. The soul-winning crusades 
are one example. Another example, in more recent years, is 
“Never Alone,” Bishop Jones’ pet ministry that brought salvation 
and deliverance to individuals gripped by drug and alcohol 
addictions. Some “Never Alone” participants later pursued min- 
istry. 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON 


Clearly following in the steps of his father, Bishop Jones became 
the Prelate for the Commonwealth COGIC Pennsylvania in 
1973. He moved into this higher level of leadership previously 
held by his father. Civically, Bishop Jones, Jr. served as a board 
member of the Opportunities Industrialization Center, a nation- 
al and international work training and skills empowerment pro- 
gram. He also joined the Board of Regents of Oral Roberts 
University and the American Bible Society. 


Bishop Jones’ elevation was yet in progress. In 1980 he was elect- 
ed to the General Board of the COGIC. He was re-elected in 
1984, 1988, 1992 and 1996. In 1997, Bishop Chandler D. 
Owens appointed Bishop Jones to the position of Second 
Assistant Presiding Bishop. 


As astounding as Bishop Jones’ accomplishments were and the 
prestige that they could attract, he managed to keep the fruit of 
the Spirit at the forefront of his character. In the vernacular, he 
“kept it real.” In one way, Bishop Jones was an oxymoron. He 
had an ‘old school’ church style of connecting with the people, 
coupled with a contemporary mindset of what ministry should 


look like. 


Juanita Faulkner, a relative of Bishop Jones, shared a poignant 
reflection: “Bishop was such an example himself. You would look 
at him and say ‘he’s doing it, so I can too.’ If there was any slip- 
ping or error, he was always quick to say you can take it to the 
Lord and leave it there. He reminded you that God forgives when 
he said ‘all is known, and all is forgiven.’ ”@ 


-By Liz A. Womack 
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Who is Pastor George Dlamini? He is a South African minister 
who has joined the ranks of the Church Of God In Christ. On 
a recent visit to the continent of Africa, I discovered how rapid- 
ly the Church is growing. There are countless souls seeking the 
stability and structure of our organization. The doctrinal purity 
of our beliefs makes the Church Of God In 
Christ inviting to those seeking guidance and 
support in this complex world. Pastor Dlamini is 
the shepherd of the Word Alive Church Of God 
In Christ. He serves in Temibisa, Township near 
Johannesburg. He is a fine gentleman and 
Christian brother with great hospitality. 


I was introduced to Pastor Dlamini by the 
Superintendent of the Six Region, Pastor Vincent 
Mathews. Elder Mathews told me that Pastor 
George was indeed a special man with numerous 
gifts. His depiction of this soft spoken and intel- 
ligent Spirit filled individual only began to 
express how special he is. Pastor Dlamini serves a congregation 
of about 100 people and is the author of ten books. He recent- 
ly bought a new building and is aggressively serving his commu- 
nity. He has a lovely and giving wife, Agnes, and two brilliant 
daughters who labor with them in the ministry. Pastor Dlamini 


is a leader of men. He joined the Church Of God In Christ and 


brought nine other congregations with him. 


He is active in the roughest situations within the urban environ- 
ment of his township. Dlamini has a progressive outlook on the 
ministry. He spoke of healing the nation with the gospel. South 
Africa is battling the affects of Xenophobia. There is massive 
pressure on the government from the influx of aliens. The wide 


Pastor George Dlamini 


A a Ee 


spread belief that foreign people are receiving preferential treat- 
ment has created bloodshed in the streets. His Church is busy 
administering marriage counseling, HIV/AIDS counseling, 
employment counseling, and anything he and the membership 
can deliver. 


I was impressed with Pastor Dlamini’s liberal 
spirit and great hospitality. He invited me to his 
home and expressed how much he wanted to 


demonstrate a welcome to “an African from 


That 
greeting and his godly embrace made me know | 
was truly home. 


America, now an African come home.” 


I asked Pastor Dlamini why he selected the 
Church Of God In Christ? Any organization of 
like doctrine would have embraced him and the 
congregations with him for affiliation. Pastor 
Dlamini stated, “Bishop Charles Blake impressed 
me with his vision and passion for Africa’s children. He talked 
and preached with such power. I saw something I identified 
with. ” He cited that Pastor Mathews’ efforts to communicate 
and work with the brethren also persuaded him that the Church 


Of God In Christ was the organization he would join. 


For two weeks, the mission team traveled to nine churches in the 
Region Six area. Pastor Dlamini was there to embrace, promote, 
and worship with us at every church. For our clergy in America, 
we would do well in finding and establishing relationships with 
other clergy from around the globe. There are passionate and 
committed saints of God in places we don’t expect and fellowship 
would truly benefit us. @ 


THE CoGic DEBIT CARD PROGRAM 
Part D Medicare Prescription Drug Program 


The CogicCard Program Is helping to educate our churches and 
communities by providing a service to our senior citizens looking 
for health care. The cost of prescription drugs has become so 
expensive that the federal government created a program called 
“Part D Medicare” a Prescription Drug Program for all Seniors, 65 
years of age or older who are eligible for Medicare A and B. This 
program was designed to meet the needs of seniors in our country. 


BISHOP HAYNES 

“Vivian and | are excited about the 
prescription drug program...Penn Life 
has given us an opportunity to help 
service our senior citizens through : 
affordable prescription drug plans along — 
with providing a financial benefit 

to our local churches and community.” 


BISHOP WELLS 
“Sister Wells and | emphatically endorse 
the partnership between CogicCard Inc. 
with Penn Life Insurance. This will save 
our members thousands of dollars in 
out-of-pocket medical expenses and will 
also create.a revenue stream forourlocal Citizen Homes and Home Health Care Program Agencies which will 
churches, as well as ournational church; give us an opportunity tot elp other senior citizens in our community. 
Unifying our church financially through products and services, = 


© Toenroll1-888-RX-PARTD 
‘How the local churches benefit: 1-888-RX COG | 


Read Bishop McKinney’s exciting new 
hook and discover tangible solutions to 
the ills that plague our American Society 


60 years of commitment to humanity through total faith in God 
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"THE NEW SLAVEMASTERS" 

in The New Slavemasters , Bishop 
McKinney asks the question: Are we 
really free at last? In his 224-page 
response, the "new slavemasters" 
become a powerful metaphor for the 
contemporary African-American struggle, 
as well as seemingly insurmountable 
cycles of destructive behavior that have 
enslaved people of all walks. The new 
slavemasters are drugs, materialism, 
racism, teen pregnancy, rage, gangs, 
pornography, instant gratification, and 
sexual promiscuity, among others. 
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Many saints don’t know any individuals that live thousands of 


miles away from the shores of America. During the past 
Centennial Holy Convocation most of us were acutely made 
aware there are hundreds and thousands of saints located in 
places we never dreamt. These saints love God and work 
unselfishly in their churches, just as we do. They sacrifice time 
and money, and find it necessary to pray for the Spirit’s guiding 


presence daily, as we do. In South Africa, I met saints who are 


deeply committed to the Lord and the Church Of God In Christ. 


In Ivory Park Township, I met and worshiped with Sister 
Lorraine Ndhlovu, a single mother with two daughters, 11 and 5 


years of age respectively. Their names, Palesa and Lehlogonolo 


mean flower and blessed, respectively. Sister Lorraine is a Tsonga 


by ethnic grouping and speaks Zulu and many other tongues. 
She is not rich, nor a person of great influence in the wider com- 
munity. Still, Sister Lorraine is an amazing person of faith and 
faithfulness. Her pastor, Elder Vincent Mathews commented, 
she epitomized the type of devotion many of his congregation 
give and have made his efforts to build a growing church a reali- 
ty. “Without saints like Sister Lorraine our ministry would have 
greater struggles. She represents the unselfish and giving nature 


of so many of the Tabernacle congregation”, stated the pastor. 


I sat with Sister Lorraine and interviewed her. I want you to hear 
from a saints that lives thousands of mile away. After hearing her, 


you will find how close to your heart she really is! 


David Hall: Sister Lorraine, you work very hard in this ministry, 
why? 


Lorraine: | visited this church one day and got saved after hear- 


ing the pastor preach. It became my greatest desire to please God 
and help His people. 


David Hall: How do you help? 
Lorraine: Three days a week or everyday when events such as this _ 
mission visit is being conducted, I run the soup kitchen. Many 


people in this township have grown to depend upon Tabernacle 


Church Of God In Christ. 


David Hall: How do you get to church? 
Lorraine: I walk with my little girls. Sometimes we ride. Really, 
this is not about me. I like to believe that Colossians 2:20 is my 


inspiration. 


David Hall: That Scripture reads, “Wherefore if ye be dead with 
Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in 
the world, are ye subject to ordinances.” | 

Lorraine: Yes, | have a hand in developing a ministry that will 
reach souls for Jesus. Helping feed the people and providing 
shelter will save lives and souls. Pastor Mathews is always in 
motion. I see him opening a school one day for unprivileged 
children. Many of them cannot go to school because they lack 
a birth certificate. A Tabernacle school would help work around 


these laws. 


David Hall: How would the school be financed? 

Lorriane: I don’t know! Tabernacle is a tithing church. But, 
many persons are unemployed. Women are mostly unemployed. 
Their lack of skills in a trade or profession keeps them poor. It 


would be good for the church to develop a skill center. 


David Hall: What do you think about this mission group? 

Lorriane: They are great people. I have been inspired by them 
and want to travel on missions. I went to Malawi on a mission. 
I saw such need among the children. I went with Brother Rivers 


in 2006 and want to go again. 
TEN ESSAYS TO THE PRESENT AND COMING GENERATIONS 


ON ISSUES VITAL TO LIFE, SALVATION AND THE SURVIVAL OF 


David Hall: What do you want out of life? THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


Lorriane: | want a better life for my children. My oldest daugh- 
ter has talent in design and art. My youngest is good with math 
and science. Most, I want my children to grow up loving the 
Lord. I tell them about I Corinthians 10:31, “Whether therefore 
ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
So she went on to express, “I want to watch this church grow and 


for us to build a 3000 seat sanctuary.” 


David Hall: Tell me about this community. 
Lorriane: This neighborhood is a good place. My mother owns 
this house. These 5 rooms are our home. The area is troubled 


Daughter, Lehlogonolo and Sister Lorriane 


with drugs and unemployment. Both Ivory Park and Midrand 
are places where people struggle. Tabernacle is the best thing for 


our community. 


David Hall: You sing and dance very hard during the worship. 
What ministry is your best? 

Lorriane: On April 11, 2008, Pastor Mathews licensed me. I 
was one of five missionaries; I want to be an apologist for the 
faith. This should be a year of no compromise. In my dancing 
and singing, I show no compromise! As a missionary, It will be 


the same. 


David Hall: What immediate dream have you? 
Lorriane: I would like to travel to Memphis, USA.O 
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Senator 
Barack Obama 


Senators Clinton and Obama were creating quite a stir as 
they zigzaged the across America in pursuit of the 
Democratic nomination. No sooner had we settled into 
watching the most exiting political contest in the nation’s 
history, when that old disruptive enemy called racism 
appeared, grumbling, on the scene. As always, its pri- 
mary purpose is to destroy peace and unity, especially 
now, when the social arena is ready for a “great leap of 
faith.” Yet, in spite of the entrenched consternation of 
many, attitudes are changing and sound reasoning is 
approaching center stage in our society. We must not be 
shouted down. 


In recent years we've managed to maintain a respectable 
degree of neighborly civility along with an improving 
sense of community accord. Moreover, to think this 
problem of racism can be solved with a multitude of 
laws, well fortified with tons of unrelenting emotional 
thetoric, is the height of naivete’. There is no magic 
wand. 


Only recently we've had some racial rumblings from the 
distant past: rumblings activated by a sermon given by 
Reverend Dr. Jeremiah Wright some time ago but publi- 
cized nationally only a short time ago. That sermon 
became the catalyst for racial anxiety. Although the noise 
did revive some to the old feelings of fear and misgivings, 
it was short-lived and to the surprise of many, stimulated 
some healthy dialogue. 


Unlike cancer, racism is a disease of the soul, challenging 
the very depths of our sacred sensibilities. It is a formi- 


Reverend Dr. 
Jeremiah Wright 


Senator 


Hillary Clinton 


dable, loud and unwieldy creature, yet most of the time 
it deceives millions by denying its very existence- a 
scourge on our civilization. We've had enough accusa- 
tions, recriminations and subjective evaluations concern- 
ing this massive problem. Our heads and our hearts 
must get beyond those painful woes of yesterday and we 
must speak up and press forward with deliberate speed to 
eliminate this foe forever. 


Our social problems are similar to those associated with 
the hurricanes and earthquakes of our land. Sometimes 
we experience rumblings which arouse great fear and 
many anxious moments. Again, they might touch down 
or erupt, leaving widespread misery in their paths. 
Consequently, we must always be vigilant regarding these 
tactics and speak up against them in order to avert any 
potential danger. 


Today, Senator Obama is the presumptive presidential 
nominee of his party and eventually the president of the 
United States of America. Furthermore, there are mil- 
lions marching with him- Whites, Blacks, Latinos, 
Asians, and others. To be certain, more rumblings are 
usre to come in the future. Nevertheless, with that pos- 
sibility looming before us, we can lift our voices now and 
say, Praise the Lord, we are changing. @ 


Elder Norvell V. Woolfolk 
International President 
C.H.Mason Historical Society 
Church Of God In Christ 
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Houston, Texas. The saints of Williams Temple Church Of God 
In Christ installed a new pastor, Bishop Charles Brown. The 
The 


appointment brings both Bishop Brown and that great congrega- 


theme for the occasion was “Building On The Legacy.” 


tion to a journey’s end. Bishop Brown's life was decimated by 
Hurricane Katrina and the flood waters that ravaged New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Williams Temple was under 
a difficult period of administrative and titular 
destiny, as settling placement issues brought 
much frustration. On Saturday, February 9, 


2008 their long journey came to an end. 


Bishop Brown is a charismatic individual who is 
educated, ministry oriented, and noted for 
preaching. He brings a wealth of experience to 
the Temple. A trained minister with theological 
graduate degrees, he also is street smart and has a 
human touch. He spent many years in the 
General Church serving on various committees 
and is a chief protege of Presiding Bishop Charles 
Blake. Williams Temple has a distinguished his- 
tory of service to the Houston community. The 
late Bishop Robert Woodard was the shepherd of 


the congregation and prelate of Texas Southeast First Jurisdiction 


\ 


for nearly fifty years. He brought attention to the state of Texas 
through his ministry. The church has an outstanding record for 
spiritual and community outreach. 


Bishop Charles Brown 


Building on the legacy is very appropriate. The congregation is 
nearly a thousand strong and has a pastor who will harness its 
potential and bring both the message and the service that the 
community sorely needs. Bishop Brown has his lovely wife, Lady 
Connie Brown to further the legacy. She is a charming, affable, 
and intelligent woman of grace. The classic First Lady and her 
mate should be an inspiration to whomever 
they encounter. 


The morning of installation was marked by a 
great crowd ready and eager to see and hear the 
message preached by Bishop Rufus Kyles. It 
was a glorious event that the entire church will 
remember. Certainly it was the start of build- 
ing and expanding the legacy of that great 
church. Bishop Brown commented to The 
Whole Truth, “The congregation is growing 
and the saints are alive with a new sense of 
beginning. The restructure of the calendar and 
planned ministry is being received with great 


interest!” Williams Temple is fulfilling its mis- 
sion and purpose as never before. The Church 
Of God In Christ needs more institutions that 
are not ambivalent about their calling. Our largest cities are 
dying for the lack of commitment. The legacy of Williams 
Temple is responsible, divine, financial, and social stewardship. 


At the helm of this great church is a captain of immense courage 


and skill. The legacy will be built as never before! O 


Azusa 
Street 


Revival 
1906 - 2008 


va 
Sy 


P Revival 


' Piso ane 
8 . Lee a 
: : 
f 
: 
a 4 fe 
we \ A, 
ek ee 


Ye 


ie 
AG 


NE 


at An 
i 
i 
a Pa 
i 4 


Buy Church Of God In Christ | 
unday School Curriculum — | 
COGIC Publishing House | 
emphis, TN 38114 
901-744-047 | 


28 | THE WHOLE TRUTH 


by David Hall 


Sister Lulekwa Nkomonye is the praise and worship leader for 
the Tabernacle Church Of God In Christ. Brother Vutomi 
Richard Munyuku is the chief musician and Minister of music 
for the Church. These two young persons are responsible for the 
powerful presentation that is featured at the worship service at 
the Tabernacle. There is a rhythmic, free flowing mix of song and 
dance that electrifies the spirit of an individual during the praise 
and worship. 


Tabernacle is a congregation that worships under a tent. When 
an individual steps in the door, immedi- 
ately one is impressed that the service is 
going on in a timely and powerful way. 
Everybody is usually in place. The scene is 
reminiscent of the old stories of how the 
saints use to walk to Church and how the 
sound of the singing made them run to get 
into the worship. They would come in 
shouting and dancing. In Ivory Park 
Township, Tabernacle Church Of God In 
Christ yet has that spontaneity and joyful 
emotion. Lulekwa and Vutomi are keepers —~ 
of the spiritual trust. 


I sat and asked these two committed young persons about the 
worship. It was late one evening after a long day on their jobs 
and another mission service. Both of them sang and dance before 
the Lord that evening. I found such energy and commitment 
from these two young people. They informed me of the reasons 
the saints in South Africa love to praise and dance in the presence 


of God. 


Literally the stones would cry out if the saints did not react to the 


Sister Lukekwa Nkomoonye leads the 
Praise and Worship Team 


sounds and demonstrations of the praise team. Lulekwa said, 
“Dance is a part of praising God. Our bodies become the living 
sacrifice before the Lord. It is a time of great joy!” Vutomi 
added, “Praising God is pleasing God. We want to dance before 
Him.” And dance they did! I was introduced to Zulu, Tsonga, 
Sotho, and other cultural dances during the worship. 


Being curious, I asked was there competition between the cul- 
tures? They replied, “No! We can only dance in relationship to 
who we are. This Church is a mixture of many different groups,” 
said Vutomi. Lelekwa added, “We match 
our songs and dances to fit the situation. 
No one is left out because dancing has 
meaning and purpose for all of us.” I 
could sense the reality of those words 
because I felt such a genuine sincerity 
among the dancers. At every worship the 
celebration was intentional and yet spiri- 
tual. The South African people deal with 
such extreme poverty but the joy of wor- 
ship comforts them. Clearly, as powerful 
as they worship, they worked on jobs long 
hours daily and then met us back at night- 
ly worship. 


An American Bishop commented to me, “I remember when we 
in the States rejoiced with passion and that worship was a signif- 
icant part of our agenda.” Sister Lulekwa and Brother Vutomi 
have played a major role in the growth and development of 
Tabernacle Church Of God In Christ. As long as they share the 
gifts God has given them, their congregation will continue to 
enjoy the sweet noise of praise! @ 
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Interview with a Leading Theologian 


Dr. David Hall speaks with Bishop Martin Luther Johnson 


During this time of political change and positive reenforcement 
of the social and cultural changes in American life, there are 
many voices speaking to significant issues. One would believe 
I speak of names like West, or Cone, and possibly the giants of 
old, Barth, Tillich, and Niebuhr. I speak of a saved and sancti- 
fied individual with training and certification as a modern day 
theologian. Bishop Martin Luther Johnson, prelate of New 
Jersey First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, is a noted preacher, 
thinker and author who is more than capable of dialoguing 
with today’s scholars. He is a Church Of God In Christ pastor 
but his claim as a theologian is not a contradiction in terms; he 
is very much in tune with the compassionate call of ministry. I 
recently spoke with him on the issue of social response from a 
moral and Christian point of view. 


Hall: In terms of social relevance, is the Church Of God In 
Christ in the struggle within the context of America? 

Bishop Johnson: America is the greatest country on earth. 
That greatness carries a long list of responsibilities. It is neces- 
sary for this country to maintain that sense of reason and pur- 
pose that caused the founding fathers to establish it. The 
Church Of God In Christ is concerned about saving souls but 
we are equally concerned for the lives of the living. Christ has 
called us to help America be true and that alone has worldwide 
implications. 


Hall: What would the Church say if Mr. Obama loses the elec- 
tion? 

Bishop Johnson: We should salute the winner and celebrate 
the fact that Obama was a Presidential candidate. He has sur- 
passed the old stigma of being a Black candidate. His 
Democratic candidacy goes beyond the Black candidate status. 
He is an individual running on his character and not racial 
appeal. I suggest there is nothing negative about an Obama 
loss. His running is an affirmation of the future hopes and 
expectations. 


Hall: Holistic and dynamic ministry is sorely needed; is that 
what our Church offers? 

Bishop Johnson: Certainly, our Church is geared for the 
future. This current administration is sensitive to realities that 
the preceding administrations began to examine. Our local 
congregations serve the areas where crime, poverty, poor educa- 
tional standards and joblessness are rampant. We are challenged 


Bishop Martin Luther Jonnson 


to provide holistic ministries locally but without a uniformed 
approach. Locally speaking, COGIC is right in the middle of 
everything. This administration has a heightened awareness of 
our position and is cultivating the resources, human potential 
and spiritual power on the larger stage. It is exciting! 


Hall: What will it take to make our message clarion? 

Bishop Johnson: Bishop Blake is attempting to forge our 
essential character and theology into one voice. Our speech is 
not theologically grounded until it becomes unified and iden- 
tifiable with a charismatic leadership. We have many voices, 
and the harnessing of digital capacities, building up the physi- 
cal Headquarters, certifying our missions and charitable giving 
institutions will only make the world respect our institution. 
When our millions are effectively behind the leader, then our 
voice becomes a clarion call to righteousness. 


Hall: Is the world truly aware of the Church Of God In Christ? 
Bishop Johnson: Sure! They have a store front interpretation 
of us. But, that’s okay! Dr. Joe Fletcher said, “American reli- 
gion has been empowered through the store front church.” The 
Church Of God In Christ is on the cutting edge of social 
response to anxieties and heart wrenching conflicts of urban 
communities. The drunks, the drug addicted and otherwise 
forgotten about mothers without fathers to raise their children, 
find those store front churches, and salvation is received. 
However, I am happy to say the majority of our congregations 
have moved into real sanctuaries but kept that store front out- 
reach. 


Hall: What is the Church's greatest challenge as a developing 
people? 

Bishop Johnson: Dr. Benjamin Mays stated the Black church 
is “Other Worldly.” If he is correct, we must rediscover our 
earthly purpose. The fascinating discussion in our society is 
about bringing the next generation along. We cannot afford a 
loss of focus in the Black community. The Church Of God In 
Christ is an acorn that held its ground and we are the imposing 
oak tree that can provide comfort and shade. We are meeting 
the test of generational divides, and psychological and cultural 
shifts, and are yet intellectually and spiritually relevant in most 
places. We need only to keep our message of sanctification as 
clarion and significant as our social progress. @ 
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Minister translate from English to Zulu 


Food was served daily to the needy 


Pastors Mathews 
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members 
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Brother Onadrik Gilliard beats his new drum. 
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The COGIC Museum was created by Prophet Elijah L. Hill ing their collections and having the Assemblies of God Museum 
around one year ago. Hill, having two Masters Degrees one in Director, Darrin Rogers, create an electronic research center for 
Business Administration and the other in Educational the COGIC Museum website. 


Technology, finally and developed the Website in 


May of 2008. 


In March of 2001 Elder Hill wrote a prophetic let- 
ter to the late Presiding Bishop G. E. Patterson , 
sharing ten concepts on how the national church 
could project its history to the world. For over 


twenty years Hill has been a historian in the 


The COGIC Museum has interactive technology 
on the site, which enables one to see old pictures 
and read stories of older pioneers of our faith. 
Audio and video presentations of pictorial histo- 
ries on the site include: historic photos, jurisdic- 
tional histories, obituaries of older pioneers, video 


on Azusa Revival, and videos on Bishop Mason 


Church Of God In Christ and has amassed receiving the Holy Ghost. The COGIC Museum 
through his twenty year research in 1990 more Prophet Elijah L. Hill — is launching on August 1, 2008 local COGIC 
than 100 old books and over 500 old photos. news like: COGIC weddings, Local Jurisdictions 

Announcement, COGIC Home Going Celebrations, Who's 
Hill has developed an agreement with the Dr. Mattie McGlothen Who in COGIC Bishops, Supervisors, First Ladies, and Pastors . 
Library/Museum, founded by Emma Clark in Richmond, 


California. The partnership with Emma Clark involves combin- _ Hill’s electronic vision is complementary with Presiding Bishop 


(continued on page 43) 
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~DRuUGPLACE” 


Community Outreach Pharmacy Program 


At DrugPlace we offer a number of free online 
services so you can spend your free time 
doing...whatever. Listed are some of the services 
we Offer: 


* Drugplace is a toll-free and online mail-order 
pharmacy that provides discount prices for name 
brand and generic prescription medications. 


* Everyone is welcome in DrugPlace’s Community 
Outreach Pharmacy Program. 


Delivery is at NO CHARGE 


DrugPlace carries a full line of vitamins, diabetic 
and respiratory medications, as well as pet 
medications 


Call DrugPlace today and compare your 
pharmaceutical insurance co-pay. There is a great 
value in buying a 3 month supply at a time. 


¢ Never more than $20.00 on one month’s supply 
of a generic prescription medication in 


DrugPlace’s frienly and knowledgeable DrugPlace’s Generic a Program 


representatives are available to take calls and 
orders 24 Hours a day, 7 Days a Week. Call us toll free at 1.800.881.6325 


; Not all drugs are covered in our Formulary Plan fy 
va 4 
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In the response to the great commission of our Lord Jesus, the 
Church Of God In Christ, for more than 75 years, has been com- 
mitted to a global outreach for Christ. Year by year we have 
expanded our reach to one country after another. Today the 
Church Of God In Christ is found in 60 countries of Africa, 
Asia, Europe and North and South America. This international 
department is dedicated to Global Missions and Evangelism, and 
has been meeting the spiritual and natural needs of people 
through a multitude of programs. Through doctrinal teaching 
and preaching of the gospel, opportunities now exist to have an 


even greater impact in the world. 


Under the leadership of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
the time is NOW for us to seize the moment with our prayer, our 


labor, and our financial support. 


In Africa alone, it is projected that there will be 40 million 
orphans in the next few years as a result of HIV/AIDS. 
Orphanages are essential for saving lives of the children left 
behind by this dreaded disease. Many times outreach efforts 
focus on providing resources for ‘life sustaining’ support, such as 
uncontaminated water, which is important but equally important 
is the need for medical and healthcare services. Medical profes- 


sionals are desperately needed to serve short term mission assign- 


ments around the globe and financial resources are needed to 
support these crucial efforts. The Missions Department is thank- 
ful for the COGIC doctors and nurses who have given them- 


selves unselfishly to this great cry for help. 


Feeding programs are very often connected with medical care. 
For many children and families, the COGIC relief effort may be 
their only source of food and nourishment for many days. While 
hundreds are appreciative and grateful for this blessing, we are 
saddened by the fact that so many others wait in need and in 
hope. Please allow God to touch your heart and be moved by 


compassion to give of yourself and your resources. 


Global Highlights: 
Memphis Centennial Convocation 2007 


In November ‘07 a great moment in COGIC History was 
recorded as representatives from 40 nations, many for the first 
time, came to celebrate the 100 year history of their beloved 
church. It was an event that will not be soon forgotten. Indeed, 
this was a God moment in the life of the Church. Thank God for 
the sacrifice of many of the saints whose faithful support made 


the Parade of Nations a reality! 


Nigeria 

The All Africa Crusade and Conference was held in Abuja, 
Nigeria in April 2008. The masses gathered from across the con- 
tinent of Africa to be in attendance at this week long crusade. 
Fifteen Bishops, all from Africa, were presented their Certificates 


of Appointment as more than 1000 churches were added to the 


Church Of God In Christ. 


Uganda 

The Uganda Jurisdiction is flowing into a new level of spiritual- 
ity and training through the ministerial efforts of the Church Of 
God In Christ. God’s glory is present in Uganda. 


Rwanda 

Rwanda Jurisdiction had its first Workers’ Meeting in June 2008. 
The Major of Kigali met with local pastors and COGIC leaders. 
The fruitful meetings that followed, touched the heart as well as 
the needs of the people of Rwanda. We are now positioned to 
give added support to initiatives that are aimed at ending prosti- 
tution and the enslavement of young women. Through Christ 


many of these women are finding new opportunities for a new 


way of living. 


Ghana and Togo, West Africa 
The 2007 Holy Convocation in Ghana was the first in twenty 


years. The Holy Convocation which was held in Togo was the 
first ever in the nation. These Convocations were enthusiastical- 
ly attended by the saints of both nations. A spirit of unity pre- 
vailed, as men and women from all walks of life were impacted 
by the gospel and received salvation. This great move of God will 
produce growth both naturally and spiritually in the Kingdom of 


our Lord. 


Brazil 

On the continent of South America the country of Brazil is expe- 
riencing phenomenal growth through the Pentecostal Church. 
The Church Of God In Christ certainly is at the forefront of this 
great move of God, as the leadership provides vision and min- 
istry. Recently, Bishop Charles E. Blake, our Presiding Bishop 
traveled to Brazil and the impact is yet being felt. In the nightly 
crusade services, with thousands of people in attendance, the 
move of God over shadowed denominational lines and the results 


were profound. @ 


| THE WHOLE TRUTH 


39 


Church of God in C 
Centennial Edition 


Believers to share their fa 


AG 


Be empowered 


Enj oy daily insight = COGIC Essentials 


with 52 weeks of Daily Scripture Passages 


Personalize the cover of your Centennial 
Bible with the name of your church, 
jurisdiction or ministry. 


Send To: COGIC Centennial Bible 
P.O. Box 22 
Memphis, TN 38101 
Call 1-800-947-9350 


(tae 


COGIC Centennial Bible - $44.95 (each 


In Case Lots (24 Bibles per Case) The cost is $39.95 ($958.80 per case) and includes personalization of your 
Church, Jurisdiction, or Ministry name engraved on each Bible. 


To reserve your Centennial Bibles, please enclose a $10.00 reservation fee (credited to your order) and check the 
appropriate box below. (Orders can be adjusted through April 1, 2007) 


||] 1 Case (24 Bibles) [| 2 Case (48 Bibles) [J 3 Case (72 Bibles) [1 4 Case (96 Bibles) 


|| 5 Case (120 Bibles) LL] 6 Case (144 Bibles) L] 7 Case (168 Bibles) [| 8 Case (192 Bibles) 


L] Check Here to reserve a single Centennial Bible - No Money Requried 


Order Form 

Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 

PO Box 22 « Memphis, TN 38101 

Phone (800) 947-9350 Fax (901) 947-3607 * www.cogiccentennial.org 


Order Date: 


Contact Name: __ 


MallingeAddiCSS sain I en et 0 be eee 


Contact Phone: _ 


ITEM DESCRIPTION 


BIB- DP-001 | *CENTENNIAL BIBLES (DEPOSIT ONLY) 


a ST 


DVD-PK-001A _ CENTENNIAL DVDS PACKS (4CT) 


DVD- EA-001 — | __ CENTENNIAL DVD (EA) 


| 


ee 
CAL-EA-001 "2008 CENTENNIAL CALENDAR (EA) — 


| CAL-PK-001A 


——— 


_ CAL-CS-001B | 2008 CENTENNIAL CALENDARS CASE (80CT) 
_ 2006 COGIC CALENDARS (EA) 


2005 COGIC CALENDARS (EA) 


SUBTOTAL 
*“SHIPPING & HANDLING 
GRAND TOTAL 


* PLEASE NOTE: A minimum $10.00 deposit PER CASE is REQUIRED on all Bible orders ONLY. 
**SHIPPING & HANDLING COST CALCULATOR 
SUBTOTAL SHIPPING/HANDLING SUBTOTAL SHIPPING/HANDLING 


$0.00 - $200 = soo $300.01 $400.00 
$12.01 $30.00 $7.00 $400.01 $500.00 
$30.01 : $50.00 4200 $500.01 + ~=- ~~: $600.00 
$50.01 $100.00 $17.00 $600.01 $700.00 


$200.01 ; : $1,000.01 $2,000.00 $121.00 


Method of Payment: [~) Money Order z -] DISCOVER i“ | MASTERCARD 


AA IN UNDO ee ee Exp. Date: 
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Make checks payable: COGIC Projects * PO Box 22 « Memphis, TN 38101 


4] 


42 | THE WHOLE TRUTH 


Why has the Church Of God In Christ grown so quickly, extend- 


ing to 60 countries on the continents of Africa, Asia, Europe, and 


North and South America? It is because saints 
like Bishop Carlis Moody have responded to 
the great commission of Jesus. Many have 
laid down their immediate goals and placed 
themselves in the Lord’s hands. Their dedica- 
tion to Global Missions and Evangelism has 
helped make the name “Church Of God In 
Christ” appreciated and respected the world 
over. In many cases, our local churches have 
sent our best into the mission fields. For most 
it is a thankless task and without recognition. 


The Whole Truth would like to introduce to 


its readership two individuals that needs to be 


known because their sacrifice is an inspiration. 


Pasrar Vincent Mathews 


Pastor Vincent and First Lady Sharon Mathews are a splendid 


pair of individuals who have placed themselves in the total care 


of God. The Bible has recorded in Luke 18:28, 
“Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all and followed 
thee.” There are yet those who represent the same 
attitudes and commitments made by the disciples. 
In this day and time, the Mathews’ family made 
such a commitment to the Church Of God In 
Christ. They live in South Africa and seek only to 
serve God and the people. 


The fledgling ministry that Pastor Mathews is 
building has begun to grow and he is making an 
impact for the Lord in his community. He is gift- 


ed and strong in the faith. His story is about how 


his entire family have dedicated their lives on the mission field. 


In South Africa with he and Lady Mathews are the children, 


Jobari, Omari, Jelani, Jamil, Akili, Amisa, Mtume, Gershom, and 
Samuel a new born left on the church door step and adopted by 
the Mathews. The family is a team working every phrase of the 


church. The children are home schooled and doing quite well. 


Pastor Vincent was born in Inkster, Michigan to Vincent and 
Cheryl Mathews. Through his former pastor, Bishop Issac King 
Vincent developed roots for missions. The Pentecostal Temple 
COGIC family prepared him to meet the challenges of both faith 
and to ministry. Against a backdrop of his youth struggle with 
a lack of faith and belief in God, Vincent found himself wonder- 
ing what was his life going to become? His parents’ strong belief 
in education and motivation for progress made it near impossible 
for him to flounder. He went to college and graduated from 
Wayne State University, earned a Master of Arts degree from 
Grand School University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana. He 
received a Fulbright-Hayes fellowship in languages and studied 
Swahili. He was a part of a joint program with Yale University 


and University of Dar Es Salaam in Tanzania. 


Upon completion of his studies, he and Sharon settled in to live 
a comfortable life on a six figure salary and went about raising 
their family. However, God had other plans. Sharon a capable 
woman with a degree in health education went with her husband 
to South Africa. Not even the lure of job recruiters from major 
non governmental organizations (NGO’s) deterred Elder 
Mathews faithfulness to answer God and travel to ministry in 


South Africa. 


Elder Mathews was introduced to a tiny church, Tabernacle 
COGIC, with ten members in Ivory Park Township, South 
Africa, where he began to serve. Bishop Carlis L. Moody placed 
him there so the young preacher could establish a relationship 
with its saints. Pastor Mathews has inspired countless individu- 
als, and today Tabernacle COGIC is over 300 strong and grow- 
ing. He has accomplished much in four years. God is blessing 


the Mathews family labor. 


This edition of The Whole Truth presents the message and the 
personality of this devoted servant to the people. He always asks 
his Tabernacle Congregation in the Zulu language, “Una 
Unkulunkulu emi ngathi ngobani ong amelana nathni na?” 


which means “If God is for us who can be against us?” @ 


(continued from page 36) 


Charles Edward Blake’s vision to break the digital divide, and 
enhance our ability to communicate our message to the world. 
Young people are already on the Internet communicating 
through multimedia computers, games, and TV, Now they can 
have the history available to them a medium they use everyday. 
Hill is running for the national trustee board in the November 
2008 election. Elder Elijah L. Hill’s pastor is the Bishop John 
Henry Sheard, Chairman of the Board of Bishops worldwide, 
pastor of Greater Mitchell Temple Church Of God In Christ in 
Detroit, Michigan. The COGIC Museum site is located at 


www.cogicmuseum.org. 2) 


In His Likeness: Developing 
Godly Character 


Brandon B. Porter 


In the book, Jn His Likeness, Brandon B. Porter shares powerful 
insight on what it truly means to be created in His (God) image and 
in His likeness. He offers powerful tools on how believers can devel- 
op godly character, which will enable them to walk in the divine 
authority that God has given them. This book is sure to provoke 
the reader to exemplify this godly character in every aspect of their 
lives, thus personifying the true meaning of being created in His 
likeness and walking in His divine authority! 


_ Get Your 


Copy 
Today! 


To obtain a copy, please write: 
Pastor Brandon B. Porter 


c/o GCT Productions 
PO Box 70271 
Memphis, TN 38107 


or call (888)581-8054 
(901)527-0182 
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By Bishop Martin Luther Johnson 


oney The Road We ve Trod 


Convinced that the final chapter about the life of David Walker had not been writ- 
ten, Dr. Johnson presents a constructive and provocative approach to the life and 
struggles of this man. His approach gets to the core of American racism and pres- 
ents a challenge to future generations to pursue clarifications of, and answers to, 
the inconsistency between enslavement by white Americans and Christianity’s mes- 
sage of Jesus Christ. Deeply rooted in this book is the urging to re-read Black his- 
tory specifically, and American history in general, in an effort to arrive at a point 
of creative and positive dialogue. Because theological themes of racism, liberation, 
and social justice are pervading focusses of the work, one must get in touch with 
the Jesus of History in-order to get a better grasp of the Christ of Faith. One must 
come to grips with who Jesus is and experience a deeper undergirding of the reali- 
ty of Him in order to understand the meaning and purpose of total and complete 
liberation. Jesus Christ is tantamount to liberation and reconciliation of persons, 
but total reconciliation is predicated upon repentance of the persons, systems, and 
institutions responsible for the original alienation. 


Theological Approaches To Pastoral Care 


Confident that a key ingredient in the pastoral counseling and pastoral care pro- 
fession is hearing what is said both verbally and non-verbally, Dr. Johnson pres- 
ents an innovative and constructive approach to counseling. His is an approach 
that is provocative, insightful, and holds new challenges and support to caregivers. 
Pastoral care is a person-centered, holistic approach to care that complements the 
care offered by other helping disciplines, while paying particular attention to spir- 
itual care. The focus of pastoral care is upon the healing, guiding, supporting, rec- 
onciling, nurturing, liberating, and empowering of people in whatever situation 
they find themselves. 


Martin Luther Johnson is the Jurisdictional Prelate of the First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God In Christ, New Jersey, and a retired Colonel from the 
United States Army. He is a graduate of Palm Beach Atlantic University; The 
Interdenominational Theological Center; The University of Central Texas; New 
York University, where he completed the course work for the Doctor of 
Philosophy Degree in Religious Education (ABD); the United States Basic Course 
and the Advanced Course; the Command and General College; and The 
International Seminary (Ph.D.). 


